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Happy Holidays from SWVH!  The snow flurries are flying this 
week and family gathe rings  are right around the corner.  Please 
look for some helpful tips to  keep your pets safe and sound this 

holiday season . 

 

SWVH is proud to now be 

an accredited member of 

the American Animal 

Hospital Association 

(AAHA) after undergoing 

an all -day inspection in 

November.  Choosing an 

AAHA-accredited 

veterinary hospital for your 

petôs medical care ensures 

that SWVH has the 

facilities, equipment, staff 

and medical protocols that 

AAHA and SWVH believes 

are important for the 

delivery of high -quality care.  SWVH is  committed to being continually evaluated against the most rigorous 

standards in veterinary medicine.  Only 15 % of the small animal veterinary practices in the US are 

accredited.  

Learn more at www.healthypet.com  or www.aahanet.org  

Holiday Hazards  

Tinsel or yarn can be a fun toy, but a few minutes of fun can result in severe consequences for your cat or dog. Many times, you may 
not know what your pet ate until you see it coming out of its back end. And, if you do see it, never pull it out. You donôt know how 
large or how long the foreign body is, and if you pull on it, it can tangle or tear the colon or intestines.  

Always contact SWVH if you suspect that your pet has ingested a foreign body. Many times, Dr. 
Sargent or Dr. Rasmusson will take a radiograph (xray)  to determine if , and what, your pet has 
consumed.  Some of the signs a pet will show if they have ingested a foreign object inc lude: 
vomiting, lethargy, and lack of appetite.   An emergency abdominal exploratory surgery to 
remove the foreign objects from the stomach or  intestines is sometimes the only way to relieve 

the intestinal obstruction.  

Be aware of what youôre putting under the tree. That 
package from Aunt Betty may contain something that your 
pet just canôt resist. When you think that a dogôs ability to 
smell is about 100 times better than ours, youôll realize that 
your dog probably smells that box of candy from the 
backyard. Many holiday treats, foods, and plants can be 
toxic or even lethal to pets. Itôs always a good idea to keep 
SWVHôs phone number close to the phone (or programmed 
in your cell phone) just in case you need to make that call.  

Other things that are 
dangers at holiday time  

 Mistletoe 

 Lilies 

 Chocolate 

 Raisins/grapes (also fruitcake) 

 Turkey bones 

 Poinsettia 
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